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Good evening, esteemed RCCF Rotarians,

In the remaining months of my tenure as your current President, our focus remains steadfast on
key initiatives and upcoming events that will shape the future of our club.

As we approach this transition period, it is crucial that we maintain our commitment to service
and uphold the values that define Rotary. Together, we will continue to make a tangible
difference in our community and beyond.

In these final months, we will prioritize our efforts towards events such as DISCON, PETSETS, and
DTA. These gatherings not only provide opportunities for fellowship but also serve as platforms
for us to further our impact through collaborative projects and initiatives.

Furthermore, we must not forget the important task of preparing for President Elect Patrick
Yared's term. The pictorial session with his line of officers, as well as the general membership, is
an essential part of this preparation. This pictorial will capture the spirit and unity of our club as
we transition leadership, ensuring a smooth and impactful start to President Yared's term.

Additionally, we will continue to support Rtn. Tootsie's efforts in
organizing the significant medical mission, ensuring that despite the
paperwork hurdles, our commitment to serving those in need remains
strong.

As | reflect on the remaining months of my tenure as President, | am
grateful for the dedication and passion each of you has brought to
our club. Your support has been instrumental in our success,
and | have full confidence that under the leadership of
President Elect Patrick Yared, our club will continue to thrive.

Let us embrace these final months with enthusiasm and
determination, knowing that together, we can achieve
great things and leave a lasting impact on our community.

Thank you for your continued dedication and
commitment to Rotary.

Cebu Fuente p
Rotary pJ i the WORLD

Club

Yours iR Rotary Service,
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ROTARY

ID #

=

PATRICK L. YARED
Secretary, RY 2023 - 2024

ATTENDANCE

LAST NAME

FIRST NAME

02/12

17th

18th
02/26

1. 6726464 Abad Jose Alfonso
2. 6581939 Abarintos Conrado
3. 8794289 Abay-Abay Emman Reyan
4. 9330462 Amago IV Atty. Bernardino «
5. 11227470 Amores Atty. Ernesto Miguel
6. 6218949 Amores Maricel
7. Centino  Atty. Kristine v 4
8. 3362897 Barba Richard
9. 6207695 Baring Engr. Jesselito
10. 10954392 Deiparine = Atty. Sydrick Jose Andrei
1 e 11227514 Elendrino  Glenford
12. 2036342 Espina Arch. Joseph Michael v 4
13. 5983997 Filipino Rogelio
14. 11614251 Gratones Regie v 4
15. 10411469 Icamen Francis Edhilson
16. Honrada Archt. Jason «
17. 8944393 Jang Pouly
18. 3516557 Karamihan Dave John v 4
19. 8599266 Kaufmann Marina
20. 9804883 Llegunas Kristoffer « v 4
21. 8794288 Lomanta Atty. Lolita
22. 10709899 Ong Jason
23. Papellero Engr. Lowell v 4
24, 6726443 Pasion Ma. Consolacion
25. 10410040 Ponce Jose Marie v 4 v 4
26. 8599268 Rimaz Ma. Dolores
27. 5476140 San Pedro Luz Filipinas
28. 8794286 Senerpida Dr. Alain v 4
29. 11103868 Spaller Herminia v 4
30. 3264107 Solomon Mary Anne
31. 8543450 Sulay Kendrick
32. Tan Joshua v 4
33. 9330558 Tesalona Emmanuel v 4
34. 5176670 Torres  Arch. Manuel, Jr. ¥ 4
35. 10410033 Yared Patrick v 4
TOTAL ATTENDEES 7 10
BIRTHDAYS WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
March 02  Sps. Dr. Cri Senerpida  March 17  Sps. Soo Jang March 20 PP Emmie & Tess Tesalona
March 03 PP Jesselito Baring March 21 PP Dinna Ramos
March 04  Francis Icamen March 24 PP Rollie Filipino
March 05 PP Kendrick Sulay March 24 PP Joal Abad
March 07  Patrick Yared
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Think like a Rotary Peace Fellow

here are many pathways to peace, and in
Rotary, we are fortunate to have Rotary
Peace Fellows who demonstrate this truth
time and again.

Each year, Rotary awards up to 130 fel-
lowships for leaders around the world to study peace
and development, and what these peace fellows
learn prepares them to work in conflict prevention
and resolution and promote Positive Peace. Here are
a few examples of the creative ways peace fellows
advance peace:

Promoting sustainability
Alejandra Rueda-Zarate combined her Rotary Peace
Fellowship in peace and conflict resolution with her
master’s degree in energy and resources to support
her dream of protecting the Colombian countryside.
She founded the organization NES Naturaleza in
2011 to help farmers in Colombia and across rural
Latin America gain access to knowledge and training
to uphold sustainable farming standards. That sup-
port has improved the lives of nearly 4,500 farmers,
inspiring many of them to become entrepreneurs.
And it’s helped promote both natural and social sus-
tainability throughout Latin America.

Ending racism

Peace fellows Geoffrey Diesel and Kathy Doherty
have applied their fellowships in peace and develop-
ment studies toward co-founding the Racial Equity
Project, a subcommittee of Rotary Positive Peace
Activators in North America committed to studying
ways to create a more peaceful society through anti-
racism efforts.

The Racial Equity Project takes a deep look into how
the eight Pillars of Positive Peace could support efforts
to address racism, and it works to spread this message
to communities across North America. The organiza-
tion initially grew from Rotary’s strategic partnership
with the Institute for Economics and Peace, a global
think tank dedicated to promoting Positive Peace.

Managing disasters using data

Through a Rotary Peace Fellowship, Jamie LeSueur
earned a master’s degree in social science within
peace and conflict research. He now leads emer-
gency operations for the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, setting a
management and operational framework for agency
collaboration in emergency response situations.

Jamie has found that research data is a powerful
tool to bring calm to the complex world of disaster
response. No matter what an organization’s protocols
might entail, letting research be the foundation for
decision making helps clarify even the most compli-
cated emergencies.

These stories — and hundreds like them — show
how Rotary is creating a generation of leaders ready
and able to build peace worldwide. Nearly 1,800 peace
fellows have graduated from Rotary Peace Centers, and
they are applying their craft in more than 140 countries.

May the continuing work of peace fellows and the
Rotary members who support them inspire you to
continue to Create Hope in the World through service,
fundraising, and creative thinking.

R. GORDON R. MCINALLY

President, Rotary International

J9YSSIN S. INI0IST4d

PHOTOGRAPH: KEVIN SERNA
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TRUSTEE CHAIR'S MESSAGE

More than a basic necessity

Rotary’s focus turns to two themes this
month. March is Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene Month, and we celebrate World
Rotaract Week 11-17 March. Both WASH
and Rotaract are near and dear to me.

Clean water, basic sanitation, and
proper hygiene are fundamental human
rights, yet a staggering 2.2 billion people
still lack access to safe drinking water.

We're taking action. Over the past
decade, your Rotary Foundation has
invested more than $180 million in over
2,500 water and sanitation projects
worldwide. Rotary is on the ground
making a difference through global
grant-supported projects funded by your
contributions to the Foundation.

But Rotary can’t do it alone. We have
partnered with organizations like USAID
to deliver large-scale solutions. The
Rotary-USAID Partnership has helped
thousands access water and sanitation
services in the Dominican Republic,
Ghana, the Philippines, and Uganda.

Our Foundation is the connector for
other water partnerships, too. This was
the case when I worked with leaders
from Rotary District 7020 to set up the
Haiti National Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene Initiative, known as HANWASH.
Foundation grants continue to play a
critical role in our strategy of working
with nongovernmental organizations,
municipalities, and government agencies
in communities throughout Haiti.

Rotary efforts to connect people
with clean water go beyond providing a
basic necessity. We are paving the way
for healthier communities and brighter
futures, and doing so in a sustainable
manner. With access to water, communi-
ties enhance education levels, improve
health, and further development.

When we talk about partnerships, we
can'’t forget our closest ally, right here in
the family of Rotary: Rotaract. The en-
gagement, energy, and ideas of Rotaract
complement the experience of Rotary
clubs and increase our collective impact.

Yet many Rotary members still do not
know that, as of 2022, Rotaract club ac-
tivities can be included in district grants,
and they are eligible for global grants,
expanding avenues for collaboration.

I encourage all Rotary and Rotaract
clubs to foster closer collaboration and
engagement in our Foundation, whether
it’s rolling up their sleeves on a project
or giving.

We all know that in Rotary, great op-
portunities are always around the corner.
When you combine water and sanitation
projects, Rotaract, and the Foundation,
all will become a big part of your life, as
they have in mine — and not just this
month, but forever.

BARRY RASSIN

Foundation trustee chair

GENERAL OFFICERS OF ROTARY
INTERNATIONAL, 202324

PRESIDENT
R. Gordon R. Mcinally
South Queensferry, Scotland

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Stephanie A. Urchick
McMurray, Pennsylvania, USA

VICE PRESIDENT
Patricia Merryweather-Arges
Naperville, lllinois, USA

TREASURER

Drew Kessler

North Rockland (Haverstraw),
New York, USA

DIRECTORS

Anténio Henrique Barbosa de
Vasconcelos
Fortaleza-Alagadico, Brazil

Alberto Cecchini
Roma Nord-Est, Italy

Ghim Bok Chew
Bugis Junction, Singapore

Patrick D. Chisanga
Nkwazi, Zambia

Eve Conway-Ghazi
Redbridge, England

Daniel C. Himelspach
Denver Mile High, Colorado, USA

Jeremy S. Hurst
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands

Hans-Hermann Kasten
Aachen-Frankenburg, Germany

Muhammad Faiz Kidwai
Karachi Karsaz, Pakistan

Lena J. Mjerskaug
Enebakk, Norway

Anirudha Roy Chowdhury
Calcutta Mega City, India

Yoshio Sato
Okayama-South, Japan

Beth Stubbs
Maryville, Tennessee, USA

T.N. “Raju” Subramanian
Deonar, India

Yeong Ho Yun
Masan South, Korea

GENERAL SECRETARY
John Hewko
Kyiv, Ukraine

TRUSTEES OF THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION, 2023-24

CHAIR
Barry Rassin
East Nassau, Bahamas

CHAIR-ELECT
Mark Daniel Maloney
Decatur, Alabama, USA

VICE CHAIR
Bharat S. Pandya
Borivli, India

TRUSTEES
Martha Peak Helman
Boothbay Harbor, Maine, USA

Chun-Wook Hyun
Seoul-Hansoo, Korea

Jennifer E. Jones
Windsor-Roseland, Ontario,
Canada

Holger Knaack
Herzogtum Lauenburg-Malin,
Germany

Hsiu-Ming Lin
Taipei Tungteh, Taiwan

Larry A. Lunsford
Kansas City-Plaza, Missouri,
USA

Geeta K. Manek
Muthaiga, Kenya

Aziz Memon
Karachi, Pakistan

Akira Miki
Himeji, Japan

Greg E. Podd
Evergreen, Colorado, USA

Carlos Sandoval Delgado
San Nicolas de los Garza,
Mexico

Dennis J. Shore
Hawthorn, Australia

GENERAL SECRETARY
John Hewko
Kyiv, Ukraine

Rotary -4}
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Rotary ?)fnﬂsh?&:asts

District 3860

Disbucl” Govondy's Mavch HMessage

My dear Colleagues in Service,

| am so much amazed by the way you celebrated Rotary Week is the last month of February.
You were so creative and made it more significant with your service projects. You have done
an excellent job in showing what Rotary can do for people in need of help through your exhibits
And Rotary windows. The fellowships were fun and fantastic! Congratulations!

This month of March, we commemorate Water Sanitation and
Hygiene Month (WASH). We implement projects that give easy
access to safe water in our communities, especially in schools where
they are most needed. Water is so important. It gives life and
provides sanitation and hygiene. Places in far-flung areas and the
uplands most needed supply of water. Rotarians must help them.

| have great expectations from Rotary clubs in our district. | am
hoping that | have encouraged you, my fellow Rotarians, to do
more humanitarian projects that are sustainable and continue
your excellent work in your communities. | encourage more
members who are less active to participate more extensively.

We are almost just a month away from our District Convention
(DISCON 2024) in Davao City. | could see how the Committee
was working hard in the preparation. | could see how all the
clubs cooperated in the preparations. Your enthusiasm inspires
me and | am grateful! Let us all join hands and minds to make
it successful. Most of all, let us make it enjoyable.

Together, let us show the world what Rotary does to be a
beacon of HOPE! Thank you! "

With warmest regards, %

ROZANNE TWINKLE C. GAMBOA
District Governor, RY 2023-2024
Rotary International District 3860
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THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say, or do:

1.) Isit the truth?

2.) Is it fair to all concerned?

3.) Will it build goodwill and better friendships?
4.) Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

THE OBJECT OF ROTARY

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as abasis
of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

FIRST. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;

SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions, the
recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations, and the dignifying of each
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society;

THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal,
business, and community life;

FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and
peace through a world fellowship of business and professional persons
united in the ideal of service.

ROTARIAN CODE OF CONDUCT

The following code of conduct has been adopted for the use of Rotarians:

As a Rotarian, I will

1.) Act with integrity and high ethical standards in my personal and professional life

2.) Deal fairly with others and treat them and their occupations with respect

3.) Use my professional skills through Rotary to: mentor young people, help those
with special needs, and improve people’s quality of life in my community
and in the world

4.) Avoid behavior that reflects adversely on Rotary or other Rotarians

5.) Help maintain a harassment-free environment in Rotary meetings, events,
and activities, report any suspected harassment, and help ensure
non-retaliation to those individuals that report harassment.
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CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Let’s create hope by:
+ Confronting stigmas, expanding a

* Fostering understanding and strer
through virtual exchanges

* Unlocking the power of girls and wo
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MICHAEL E. LIRIO
Philippines, District 3820

CADRE TITLE: /\
Cadre Financial Auditor @

OCCUPATION:
Certified public accountant/chartered accountant
and professor in accountancy

WHAT ARE ROTARY  “Mike gave guidance on finishing reportorial
rsgs.'?ﬁ:éwm; requirements for a global grant to provide
the island with potable water that started
seven years ago. He patiently checked
the voluminous documents and gave
stakeholders much-needed direction and
encouragement to complete the project”

— PDG Connie N. Beltran-DV, assistant regional Rotary
Foundation coordinator, District 3810 (Philippines)

-C 1
ERTS

The Rotary Foundation Cadre of
Technical Advisers is a network of
hundreds of Rotary members who
are experts from around the globe.
These advisers use their professional
skills and technical expertise to
enhance Rotary members’ grant
projects in our areas of focus.

THE CADRE CAN SUPPORT YOU BY:
Providing project planning advice
and implementation guidance

Helping with community
assessment design

Incorporating elements of
sustainability into projects
Answering questions about Rotary’s
areas of focus

Providing financial management
best practices

Connect with a Cadre member
today by visiting the Cadre page
on My Rotary, or emailing us at
cadre@rotary.org.

There are hundreds of experts
standing by to help you plan or
enhance your Rotary project!

Rotary
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Stories of service from around the world

N o sesecs
i
l‘ f

Part of Project Aastha’s education campaign to reach young girls with

Information about the HPV vaccine.

By Dr. Rita Kalra, Rotary Club of Chandigarh Midtown, Haryana, India, and a
member of the Rotary Foundation Cadre of Technical Advisors

have had the good fortune of leading an incredible initiative of my Rotary club,
Project Aastha, which is aiming to create a future where cervical cancer isn't a
threat.

The heart of our strategy? Vaccinating adolescent girls against the Human
Papillomavirus (HPV), a sneaky little thing that causes a lot of trouble,
particularly cervical cancer. | recently had a moment of pure joy seeing 130
girls at Arya Samaj Model Town, Panipat, receive their first doses of the HPV
vaccine during our camp. It was a big step toward our goal, and seeing those girls take charge of their health
was incredibly rewarding.

But it's not just about the vaccinations; it's about knowledge and understanding. That's where our
comprehensive awareness campaigns come in. We hit the ground running, making sure everyone understands
the importance of the HPV vaccine. We're busting myths left, right, and center!
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Rotary ROtary Voices

Stories of service from around the world

Addressing HPV vaccination stigma in conservative regions like the Indian state of Haryana involves education,
community engagement, and culturally sensitive communication. Our Rotary club has employed these
strategies to address stigma:

= Educational Campaigns: Organize workshops, seminars, and informational sessions to provide
accurate information about HPV, its risks, and the benefits of vaccination by tailoring the content to
address local beliefs and concerns.

* Local Leaders and Influencers: Collaborate with respected community leaders and influencers to
endorse and support HPV vaccination. Their endorsement can carry significant weight and help
overcome resistance.

= Cultural Sensitivity: Customize communication materials and messages to align with local cultural
norms and values. This ensures that information is presented in a way that resonates with the
community.

» Interactive Forums: Create platforms for open dialogue where community members can ask questions
and express concerns. Addressing these directly fosters trust and dispels myths.

= Partnerships with Healthcare Providers: Work closely with healthcare professionals to ensure they
are well-informed and able to address concerns effectively. Their endorsement can be crucial in building
confidence.

= Peer Advocacy Programs: Encourage peer-to-peer communication by establishing advocacy programs
where individuals who have received the vaccine share their experiences and knowledge within the
community.

= Collaboration with Schools: Engage with schools to incorporate HPV education into the curriculum.
This helps reach young girls and their parents, fostering a proactive approach to vaccination.

= Media Engagement: Leverage local media outlets to disseminate accurate information and success
stories related to HPV vaccination. Positive narratives can counteract negative perceptions.

= Culturally Appropriate Materials: Develop and distribute informational materials in local languages
and formats that are easily understandable and relatable.

= Respectful Engagement: Approach the community with respect for their values and traditions.
Demonstrate understanding and empathy to build trust, which is crucial in breaking down barriers.

Seeing the numbers is fantastic - over 500 girls from government schools in Panipat have received the vaccine
this year. But it's more than numbers; it's a shield we're building around these girls, protecting them from
something serious. That's what keeps me going every day - the thought that we're safeguarding the future
generation from a health threat.

Project Aastha isn't just a project; it's a commitment - a commitment from Rotary to health and prevention.
We're not stopping here. Our aim is to keep expanding, bringing more girls into this circle of protection through
vaccination. Imagine a world where cervical cancer isn't something girls worry about. That's what we're striving
for.

I'd love to hear your thoughts! Have you come across misconceptions about vaccines before? Or maybe you
have a story about how vaccines have made a difference in your life or someone you know? Share your thoughts
in the comments below. And share this with your friends and family. Let's spread the word and make a
difference together!

o www.facebook.com/rotaryclubofcebufuente ¥ info@rccebufuente.org @www.rccebufuente.org



Rotary

People of action
around the globe

By Brad Webber

United States

Most North American plant species
depend on insects, predominantly
bees, for pollination. “Your whole
food web is supported by bees,” says
Dave Hunter, a member of the Rotary
Club of Woodinville, Washington. The
club leads a project that nourishes
bees while beautifying the Seattle
suburb. Members use donated wine
barrels to construct planters to
attract pollinators. Local businesses
can sign up to have one placed at
their storefront for a donation of
$150 a year to the club’s foundation.
The planters have QR

codes that take visitors

to information on the ENER

club’s website about the

program and pollinators’ "I I I "IE E rs
importance. “We are

not just putting planters Size of the smallest known bee in
out; we're educating North America, Perdita minima
through them,” says

Hunter, proprietor of Crown Bees,

which sells bees, bee houses, and other

materials. The club also partnered with

the city, businesses, a garden club,

and a nonprofit organization to host

a Pollinator Fest in May that attracted

about 500 people to hear the latest

buzz on bees.

Rotary
Club of Woodinville, Washington ™+

Canada

The Rotary Club of Olds,
Alberta, is livening up its
process for awarding grants

to community groups. In
November, representatives of
about a dozen organizations
pitched their proposals at a
contest modeled on Dragons’
Den, a CBC television program
(much like Shark Tank in

the U.S.) in which venture
capitalists judge entrepreneurs’
proposals for investment. The
organizations were allotted
five minutes to make their
pitch, followed by five minutes
of questioning by a panel of
Rotarian “dragons,” or judges.
Club President Randy Smith
concedes that the awardees
would have received their
share of the roughly $10,000
regardless of who won. But

he says the spirited affair

gave the groups, including
Interactors and fire department
cadets, an opportunity to hone
their presentation skills and
showcase their creativity.

Rotary
Club of Olds, Alberta

3.9 Million

Number of entrepreneurs in Canada

PHOTOGRAPHS: COURTESY OF ROTARY AND ROTARACT CLUBS
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- Hungary

" When the operator of a summer camp for children
with Down syndrome or other cognitive disabilities
announced in 2021 that she could no longer run the
weeklong program, the Rotaract Club of Kecskemét
stepped up. The initiative to keep the program going
has become “our club’s biggest and favorite project,”
says Anna Antalfalvi. She and other members of the
university-based club are education and psychology
students. “Our aim is to help children develop through
activities during the day. This allows parents to relax
and work through their difficulties in support groups.”
The club’s eight active members and a few volunteers
run workshops, cook, serve, and clean. The camp, .
which is free for participants (17 children and their

families in 2023), costs the club about $3,100 a year.
“Our sponsoring Rotary club helped for the first time
this year, providing a day’s food and cooking a lunch
on another day,” Antalfalvi says. “When they personally

‘ experienced the atmosphere of the camp and the
importance of the work we do there, they decided to X .
@ make it part of their annual fundraising goal to help Estimated number of people with
fund the camp.” Down syndrome in Europe in 2015
Rotaract
Club of Kecskemét
- South Africa

What began with an enthusiastic
health worker telling U.S. Rotarians
about water scarcity in South
Africa has blossomed into a
partnership that has overhauled

kitchens, bathrooms, and other
sanitation facilities at nearly @
a dozen schools serving more [N

than 7,200 students. It began

with Julia Heemstra, who grew

up in South Africa, speaking to

a meeting of the Rotary Club of
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, in 2018.
Club members decided to support
her in providing handheld water
filters — and were eager to do
more. Heemstra connected the
Wyoming Rotarians with the
Rotary Club of Grahamstown,
South Africa, which was at the time
rehabilitating sanitation facilities
at Ntsika Secondary School.
“They had an inconsistent water
supply. When the water is shut off,

the schools have to shut,” says South African public
Stuart Palmer, a past governor schools where pit latrines
of District 5440. “We were seeing are the only toilet facilities

the children shortchanged in their
education.” The clubs partnered
on a global grant to do that work,
then a district grant to upgrade
the water systems at 10 additional
schools. Then, in 2022, the two
clubs received a $400,000 global
grant to upgrade toilet and kitchen
facilities at seven of the schools
where they’d previously worked.
“Seeing the incredible change —
you not only have water, but you're
getting a face-lift on all these
schools — it’s huge,” Palmer says.

Rotary _'” a):

Club of Grahamstown "

Rotary >

Club of Jackson Hole, Wyoming

- India

Monsoon rains regularly pummel
Maharashtra state. with the
support of a $50,000 global
grant, the Rotary Club of Mumbai
Down Town Sea Land oversaw
construction of five check dams
that will help farming families
manage flooding in the Palghar
district. “The majority of the
rainwater runs off the surface, as
the land is mostly rocky

and consists of hard

soil,” says member

Chandraprabha Khona, 0
who directed the
project in cooperation g

with the Rotary -
Club of Colombo, Recot:d fpr 24—_hour rainfall
at a site in India

Sri Lanka. A nearly
$30,000 contribution
from Shabbir Rangwala, a past
president of the Mumbai club, was
instrumental. The new concrete
dams will allow farmers to expand
irrigation and cultivate additional
crops, as well as store water for
sanitation and top off bore wells.
Khona adds that the project will
lead to “an exponential jump” in
farmers’ income.

Rotary :
Club of Mumbai Down
Town Sea Land
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The business of caring

Arch Klumph Society members Johnny and

Veronica Yu share what motivates them to give

uccessful in business and
philanthropy, Johnny
and Veronica Yu of the
Philippines have been
involved with Rotary for
decades. But it was the story of a
6-year-old boy in Japan that in-
spired them to boost their giving
to The Rotary Foundation.

After Typhoon Haiyan ravaged
the Philippines in 2013, the boy
visited the Philippine Embassy in
Tokyo to donate the money in his
piggy bank to help victims, includ-
ing those in the city of Tacloban,
which was decimated. “A 6-year-
old boy changed lives in Tacloban.
Look at the power of love through
donations,” Johnny Yu says. Today,
the Yus are members of the Arch
Klumph Society Chair’s Circle,
which honors those who have con-
tributed more than $500,000 to
The Rotary Foundation.

The Yus, who both worked as
firefighters, met in 2000 on the
scene of a fire. Today, Johnny is
a disaster management consul-
tant, and Veronica is the owner of
a company providing protective
equipment to firefighters. Both
are members of the Rotary Club of
Cubao, Quezon City. Veronica Yu
has another feather in her crown:
the title of Mrs. Universe Philip-
pines, which she won in 2022, she
says, by emphasizing her Rotary
service. “They called me ‘the serv-
ing queen’ because of my lifelong
dedication to service that extends
to Rotary,” she says.

We checked in with the Yus to
learn more about their support of
The Rotary Foundation.

What sorts of projects do you like

to support and why?

We like to support the PolioPlus
program as it started in our coun-
try, with the help of the only Filipino
Rotary president, M.A.T. Caparas.
We were also touched by the story
of a woman from India who spoke at
the 2017 Rotary International Con-
vention in Atlanta who had donated
more than $10 million to The Rotary
Foundation for polio eradication.

Why are you inspired to give to The
Rotary Foundation in particular?
Most of the great foundations
around the world have been cre-
ated by powerful and rich families,
but The Rotary Foundation has
been created by the giving and the
goodwill of thousands of Rotarians.
We are proud to call it our Founda-
tion. Millions of people every day
are touched by the magic of Rotary.
This is only made possible by the
service and dedication of Rotarians.

We have contributed more than
$500,000 to the Foundation as
members of the Arch Klumph Soci-
ety Chair’s Circle. Why? Because we
are excited to see how Foundation-
supported projects change lives.
We don’t need accolades, positions,
titles, or awards to be recognized as
contributors to The Rotary Founda-
tion; all we want is to see a better
world. We give because we believe.
We believe in hope, we believe in
love, we believe in blessings, we
believe in answered prayers, we
believe in Rotary’s magic, we be-
lieve in the Foundation, we believe
that we can eradicate polio, and we
believe in God.

Above: Veronica
and Johnny Yu
are especially
dedicated to
supporting
PolioPlus because
it started in

the Philippines.
Below: Johnny Yu
distributes relief
items after a fire in
Quezon City in the
Philippines.

What would you tell Rotary
members considering a gift

to the Foundation?

The donation you give to commu-
nities through The Rotary Founda-
tion will bring better lives to the
children of those communities and
to their children’s children. And the
drops of polio vaccine we give to
people, because of this, those chil-
dren will grow up to walk, to run,
to thrive, forever free of disease
that once prevailed. This is the
legacy that each one of you will
leave behind, not in monuments
of stone or marble but in the work
we do and the people we help and
the lives we change. m
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YOUR GIFT CAN
PROVIDE CLEAN WATER

Clean water, sanitation, and hygiene education are basic necessities for a healthy
environment and a productive life. Your donation to our Foundation’s Annual Fund
provides these essentials in communities close to home and around the world.

GIVE TODAY: rotary.org/donate
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An investment in women's health = An investment in
JEquality

/Sustainable development &

/Human rights

Let's build a world where health knows no gender bias.

Rural women pjay, jmportant roles
as health ang care workers in their
communities. Inyesting in them can
help close the gap for the 2 billion
rural people who gonrt nave adequate
access to health services.

o= ‘.N\_‘a‘ %
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Club

100% PAUL HARRIS CLUB
in Rotary International
District 3860
for RY 2016 - 2017




Come for the learning
opportunities and global
perspectives. Leave with
enduring friendships and
an inspired outlook.

2024 ROTARY '
INTERNATIONAL -~
CONVENTION »

SINGAPORE | 25-29 MAY 2024

Register today at
convention.rotary.org

\" SINGAPORE
; A 2024
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siiey WALK to END POLIO
A8 February 17,2024 | Cebu City

Kicking off Rotary Week 2024
in Area 1 with a powerful
commitment to end polio!

JMMUNZATION . > B The club, alongside PROCON delegates,
B FroMPRS ’ W attended the 'End Polio’ event, standing
' united in the global fight against polio.
Together, we are making strides toward a
polio-free world.

pr - Wy
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Invite someone to become a

I Rotarian to:ay.
TRIAS Join Leaders

ROtaCru% Exchange Ideas
Take Action
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